UpRise

Vardi Bobrow and Danielle Feldhaker at Gallery Artists' Studios TEdd

Upon entering the exhibition “UpRise", we find ourselves in a
floor-to-ceiling white space, with seven figures that look like a
Roly-Poly toy, slightly larger than an average person, at a 180
cm height and 80 cm in diameter. These figures are covered in
colorful textiles in a range of textures, inviting visitors to touch
and play with them. A mirror ball hanging from the center of the
ceiling rotates and reflects the light in all directions, creating the
only movement in this space.
The gallery visitors are invited to play with the figures, touch and
hug them, push and knock them over. This interactive encounter
momentarily transforms the gallery into a space for venting
anger and frustration, or conversely, into a space of laughter and
comfort. The glimmers of light dancing around the space, allowing
visitors to somewhat blend into this proposed world, also add to
this effect. In fact, the artwork is complete only with the visitors'
intervention; their active presence is necessary, whether through
touch, movement, strolling, or looking, which are essential to
completing the installation.
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but wandering around it reveals that the group of figures frozen
in an empty, still space, offer color dissonance in artificial and
cheap textiles that do not necessarily feel pleasant to the touch,
It appears that the silent, monotonous movement of the glittering
disco ball above them falls to "get the party started.

The whiteness of the space seems to remove it from a temporal
and spatial context, like a sterile capsule of sorts. This choice
gives the installation a feeling of a suspended non-site, where
everything supposedly happens outside of reality, but at the same
time, echoes what is happening inside us, say the artists Vardi
Bobrow and Danielle Feldhaker.

Fitting of its title, the installation *UpRise" holds a dissonance
inherent to the visitors' experience. On the one hand, a limbo
of emptiness, repetitive monotone movement, and material and
color cacophony in an artificial frozen atmosphere, and on the
other hand. idle lingering, humor, solace, and hope generated by
the colorful, sparkling, and playful installation, and the touchable
nature of some of the figures, 8
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